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President’s Update
Hi Everyone,

As our club was five years old in October, our membership has
now surpassed 1 000 and pickleball also continues to grow
geographically while the age of many participants gets
younger.

The average member of the Sunshine Coast Pickleball Club,
and I dare say other clubs, is always looking to enjoy their
pickleball while they achieve a good workout and possibly get
a little better at their game.

Please remember that prior to any sort of exercise, we all need to do some sort of
stretches before we commence, particularly as we get older. So, over Christmas while most
of us have a break, please try to keep up your fitness level with some sort of exercise and,
of course, stretching.

Of course we are all entitled to enjoy the fun and festivities with family and friends over
the Christmas and New Year period.



Best Wishes

Peter Campbell 

President
Sunshine Coast Pickleball Club

One From the Archives
Here are two photos of Michael Drummond, Peter Nichols and Darren Munn at the 2023
Club Tournament in Caloundra. Congratulations if you can spot the 12 differences. Answers
on the last page.

On that note, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful 2026.
Please stay safe and we will all have FUN again on the pickleball court in 2026.



Caloundra Indoor Stadium 
Floors are being resurfaced at the beginning of January. We don't expect to be back using
the stadium until 19 January. In the meantime, the Friday and Sunday sessions will run at
Chancellor State School, but with reduced numbers to fit the venue.

Chancellor State School 
Sessions will run through the holidays, with potential to add more if we have interest. 

Along with the Friday and Sunday sessions, don't forget the new Tuesday evening 3.2+
session, starting 6 January.

Floors will be resurfaced in early February (dates to be confirmed), and the hall will be
unavailable for 1-2 weeks.

Other Venues

All other venues are scheduled to be running as usual by early January.

An Interview With Michael Drummond

In November, Michael Drummond retired as Secretary of SCPC. Renowned journalist and
club member Kathy Sundstrom recently talked to Michael about his relationship with
pickleball.

A life-long racquet sports lover and champion of community pickleball

Michael Drummond’s son was visiting from Canberra in 2018 when he casually suggested
they go and try a new sport, called pickleball.

A trip to the Noosa Pickleball courts was all it took. The rest, as they say, is history.

A former tennis player, Michael quickly fell in love with the game. In 2020, he was a crucial
spark that led to an initial handful of willing volunteers establishing a Sunshine Coast
Pickleball Association.

The venue will be unavailable from 25 December – 3 January for asbestos removal.
There is strictly no access during this time.

Coolum

A few other items to note:

Most venues are closing for the Christmas break, with spots in remaining sessions in high
demand. If you are booked into a session but unable to play, please cancel as soon as
possible to allow others to join. We're seeing some lengthy wait lists.

Around the Venues 
Mary Trust -Venues Manager



An Interview With Michael Drummond cont’d

Equally important is the social side. Whether it’s coffee after games at Goodlife or Meridan,
Christmas in July trips to Childers with the caravan, or mixing pickleball with cycling and
travel, the sport creates strong social connections. Michael’s wife, Veronica, also plays,
adding to the sense of shared lifestyle that pickleball fosters.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

Rapid growth brings its own challenges. Catering to different skill levels is an ongoing focus,
as no one wants to feel like they are ‘playing down.’ The Association uses a 25/50/25
principle to help balance sessions. Beginner lessons also play a key role in helping new
players progress at the right pace.

Venue access remains another hurdle. Pickleball has often been treated as a ‘second
cousin’ to tennis, with limited leases and reluctance to dedicate underused courts. While
some once dismissed pickleball as a fad, its sustained growth has proven otherwise. Still,
Tennis Queensland and local authorities remain cautious about converting existing courts,
making indoor and multi-use venues increasingly important.

Looking ahead, Michael is optimistic. With Australia adopting
the universal ratings/rankings system (DUPR), consistent
international engagement and rule standardisation, the
country is now a crucial part of the Global Pickleball
Federation (GPF). Our country's participation with the GPF will
assist in leading the sport to an alignment with the principles
of the International Olympic Committee and pickleball's
future participation as an Olympic sport.

‘Pickleball Australia is working closely with the rest of the
world on this goal, and hopefully we will see major progress in
the next year or so,’ Michael says.

Though he has stepped aside from official roles, Michael
remains a passionate advocate and regular player. He is a
reminder that pickleball is not just about the game, but about
the people, friendships, and communities it brings together.

For Michael, one of pickleball’s biggest strengths is accessibility. ‘You can play indoors,’ he
says. ‘‘It doesn’t matter if it’s raining or too hot, you can still play.’ Indoor and covered
venues, he believes, are the most practical long-term solution for the sport, particularly
given the challenges of outdoor noise, weather and court availability.

Why Pickleball Works

The Association continues to be run entirely by volunteers, with no paid staff. ‘Every dollar
goes straight back into supporting the game, with more sessions, more venues, and better
opportunities for players,’ Michael says.

It’s also time for Michael to pass the baton on, having recently retired from Secretary of the
Association so he can spend more time on his rural property and other interests.

Today, the Association has grown to more than 1,000 members, operating across nine
venues and delivering around 2,200 sessions each year.



Members’ Survey Feedback
In November, the club undertook its first member survey. The focus of this was to gain an
understanding of where members play, their preferred times and formats and what changes
they would like to see to the program. It was also an opportunity to let the committee know
of any concerns that you may have.

As you might imagine, having received so many useful comments, complete analysis will
take some time. However, we would like to share some information with you.

Nearly 90% of members play 1-3 times per week, 10% play as many as 7 times a week and
a few play even more!

All our current venues are well-utilised by members:

27% of members completed the survey and although this seems low, apparently it is a better
than average response, so thank you. We had the wrong email address for some members
and others have unsubscribed from SCPC emails (so they might not be reading this).

We have received valuable data and many great replies. In response, some different session
formats are already being trialled. A review of how to better match sessions to players’ skill
levels is underway. We are also placing more emphasis on good court etiquette as many
members have requested this

—Goodlife, CIS, Chancellor State School, Coolum State School and Meridan are the
main venues where members choose to play. 

—Cooroy, Currimundi Rec Centre and Currimundi State School enjoy strong
support, based on their limited session numbers.

Most members play on weekdays, with more than half also playing at weekends.

Just over half of respondents feel they are regularly able to book into their preferred
session. 40% sometime get a spot and 8% feel that they are usually not able to secure a
spot in their session of choice. This is an opportunity for improvement.

Round Robin is the most popular session format, followed by Teams, Skills & Drills, Social
Play, and King/Queen of the court. Sessions with a DUPR rating and reliability
requirement are well supported, and there is some interest in sessions for players to
gain/maintain a DUPR rating.

Around half of the respondents have a DUPR rating and almost half of the remainder
would like to get one. 27% are not interested.

More than half of respondents are interested in playing in tournaments and competitions.

There is strong interest in playing in intra-club and inter-club competitions. Competition
games with no results entered to DUPR are slightly more popular.



Members’ Survey Feedback cont’d

The following chart shows the range of skill levels across the respondents, based on self-
assessment.

We hope that you find this information interesting. We plan to share more results and
conclusions with members in the new year.



In Or Out
We all know that it is the role of the receiving player or team to make in/out line calls.
However, there can be confusion on how to determine if a ball may be called ‘out’ or must
be ruled ‘in’ by a player making a line call. This topic is covered in detail in Section 6 of the
USA Pickleball Official Rulebook, available on the SCPC website. Specifically:

Players shall not call a ball ‘out’ unless they can clearly see a space between the line and
the ball as it hits the ground.

What are the implications of this in practice? In doubles play, the players will have different
powers to call a ball out, because they have different views of the ball. Fortunately, this
difference only occurs when the ball is close to the outside of the line. Otherwise, they
should be in agreement. The following diagram illustrates the issue.

The player standing above the ball should not call
balls 3 or 4 out, even if they believe that no part of
the ball is touching the line. The other player may
call balls 3 or 4 out, if they can see a space between
the line and the ball. Any ball that cannot be called
‘out’ will be considered ‘in’

A player cannot claim a replay because the ball was not seen or there is uncertainty. A
player/team may ask the opponent’s opinion to make the line call on the player’s end of
the court. If requested and the opponent makes a clear ‘in’ or ‘out’ call, it must be
accepted. If the opponents cannot make a clear ‘in’ or ‘out’ call, then the ball is ruled as
being ‘in’ on the receiving team.

While the rule may be a conservative criterion that allows some balls that are technically
outside the line to be called ‘in’, when all parties adhere to the same rule, the calls will be
fair and consistent on both sides of the court. 

All “out” calls must be promptly signalled by voice and/or hand signal. Here the lovely
Romy and Jules show us the correct hand signals.



Pickleball Quiz
1.What is the height, in inches, of the centre of a pickleball net?

A. 30” B. 32” C. 34”

2. Where and when was the first Australian Open Pickleball competition?

A. Melbourne, Jan 2025 B. Sydney, July 2024 C. Sydney, Jan 2023

3. According to OpenSports, which SCPC member has played the most sessions?

A. Pauline Smith B. Gary Roberts C. Darren Munn

4. When dropped from the same height onto a hard surface, which pickleball bounces higher?

A. Indoor ball B. Outdoor ball C. Both the same

5. What is the origin of the word pickle in pickleball?

A. A pet dog B. A state of difficulty C. Ad-hoc rowing team

6. What does the DUPR acronym stand for?

A. Dynamic Universal
Pickleball Rating 

B. Digital Unified Player
Reliability 

C. Dastardly Unfair Pairing Result

7. Which pickleball serve is generally considered the most difficult to return?

A. Highball B. Screwball C. Powerball 

8. What price was the most expensive commercially produced pickleball paddle?

A. Less than A$750 B. A$750 to $1000 C. Greater than A$1000

9. Which year was pickleball invented?

A. 1965 B. 1974 C. 1989

10. Who said, ‘‘Despite its silly terms and funny name, pickleball is actually quite a
sophisticated game.’

A. Andre Agassi B. Bill Gates C. George Clooney

Answers on last page



CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
AROUND THE VENUES

Last week at the Goodlife celebration at Headland Golf Club, SCPC President, Peter
Campbell, presented Noela Martinez and Sandy Leslie Special Appreciation
certificates  and gift vouchers for all their hard work and dedication to our club since
its inception in October 2020.

MERIDAN

CALOUNDRA INDOOR STADIUM 

More than 120 members attended the Caloundra Christmas lunch and Round Robin
sessions on 30 November. This photo shows the players from the morning session.



GOODLIFE

CHANCELLOR 



COOLUM



One From the Archives Answers
Answers to spot the differences

1. Fire extinguisher sign on the rear wall

2. Missing wall socket

3. Missing biro on the desk

4. ‘Pickleball’ word on the document on
the front table

5. ‘N’ symbol on Peter’s shoe vanished

6. iPad moved on the rear desk

7. Phone charger missing from Peter’s phone

8. Michael’s mouse turned green

9. Peter lost his wedding ring

10. Table leg turned solid at the front

11. Michael put his sunglasses on

12. Pickleball logo on Darren’s shirt turned
upside down

Pickleball Quiz Answers
1.C

2. A

3. C 676 sessions, 2  Pauline, 3  Garynd rd

4. A

5. C

6. A

7 B

8. C Ben Johns 100 Gold Perseus at US $999

9. A

Thank you for reading this newsletter. The
club aims to issue these quarterly in future.
We would love your feedback. If you have any
comments or questions, suggestions for
future articles or would like to contribute,
please send these to
secretary@scpickleball.com.au

Produced by Linda Fisher

10. B

mailto:secretary@scpickleball.com.au

